
The Name Game

OBJECTIVE

The students will be able to sound and
recognize the letters that begin the
names of animals and place the animals
with the same letters into groups. 

MATERIALS

per class or student group:

❑ enlarged photocopies of
California sea lion, harbor seal,
Pacific walrus, and northern 
elephant seal illustrations
(Pinniped Picks, pages 6 and 7)

❑ scissors

❑ 26 milk cartons

❑ ocean and land animal pictures
from magazines

1.  To prepare for this activity, cut out 
animals from magazines and photo-
copy the images from the Pinniped
Picks cards.

2.  Place all pictures on a table or 
distribute them to student
learning groups. 

3.  Ask students to name the animals
that they know. Introduce those 
animals new to students. Which 
animals live in the ocean? Which
animals live on land? Can some of
the animals live on land and in 
the ocean?

4.  As a class or in student groups, sort
the animals according to the first let-
ter in each animal’s name. Place like-
letter animals in a milk carton and
write the letter on the front. Arrange
the cartons alphabetically. There will
probably be some missing letters.
Can the students name 
which ones?

ACTION
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DEEPER DEPTHS

Using the animals in the letter 
cartons, have students choose a
favorite and tell a imaginary or 
real story about that animal. As
an extra challenge, can a student
create a story using all the 
animals in a letter carton?

The name walrus comes from the Danish
word hvalros, meaning sea horse.

Seals, Sea Lions, and Walruses K–3
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