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There are only five species of living rhinoceros left in the wild today: black, white, Javan,
Sumatran, and Indian. All five species are critically endangered due to poaching and/or
habitat loss. 

The rhino is named for the horn on its nose. However, a rhino's horn is not a true horn that
is attached to the skull. It grows from the skin and is made up of keratin fibers, the same
material found in hair and nails.  People in some cultures believe the horn contains medicinal
and aphrodisiac properties. Even though the horn has no such medicinal abilities, it is still
the primary reason rhinos are killed today.  

Rhinos are heavy browsers that hinder woody plants from dominating their habitat.  Their
feeding strategy is important because it allows grasses to grow, providing food for many
other animals on the grassy plains. 

BLACK RHINOCEROS
Diceros (two horns) bicornis (two horns)

The black rhino has two horns and a triangular, 
prehensile lip. It lives among the bushy plains,
rugged hills, and scrublands in isolated areas of 
central and southern Africa. Scientists estimate a
population of about  2,700 individuals. Black rhinos
are seen as aggressive animals, but in reality they
are actually quite shy. Scientists believe when a
rhino becomes aggressive it is a result of poor eye-
sight. In fact, at a distance of only 15 feet, they
seem unable to distinguish the difference between a
man and a tree. Some researchers believe black 
rhinos have such bad eyesight because their 
ancestors were forest dwellers, living in thick, dense
foliage where sharp eyesight wasn't necessary. 
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WHITE RHINOCEROS
Ceratotherium (horn-shaped) simum (snub-nosed)

The white rhino has two horns and broad, flat lips.
They live on the open savannas and grasslands of
eastern and southern Africa. The population is
about 10,377 individuals.

During the European exploration of Africa, white
rhinos were actually less numerous than black rhinos.
In recent history, black rhino populations have been
heavily poached to alarmingly low levels. Today,
because of careful management in the Republic of
South Africa, white rhino populations have increased
dramatically. South Africa has approximately 80%
of the world's population of white rhinos.

INDIAN OR GREATER ONE-HORNED RHINOCEROS

Rhinoceros (horned nose) unicornis (one horn)

This species has only one horn and a triangular, prehensile lip like the black rhino, but is
often found in lakes and streams. It lives on the floodplains and riverine grasslands if
southern Nepal and northern India.  The population now stands at about 2,500 individuals. 

By 1980, Indian rhinos had vanished from most areas except southern Nepal, Bhutan
Duars, and parts of West Bengal. Aside from hunting for sport, Asian rhinos suffered at the
hands of another trade: tea.  By 1900, Britain was importing 62 million kilos of black tea
from India. This boom in production left India scrambling for more land to grow tea and
Assam had an ideal climate. The transformation of rhino habitat to tea plantation, the
tremendous influx of workers and land owners, and a railway linking Assam with other
parts of India left little chance for the rhino's survival. 

It wasn't until 1910 that India 
abolished hunting rhinos. Soon 
afterwards, the state governments
began to protect the few remaining
rhino habitats. Since then, Indian 
rhinos are perhaps one of the success
stories in rhino conservation. Though
poaching and habitat destruction still
plague them, they have recovered
from less than 200 individuals in the
early part of this century to 
more than 2,500. 
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JAVAN RHINO
Rhinoceros (horned nose) sondaicus (belonging to
the Sunda/Malay Islands)

The Javan rhino has one horn and several dermal
plates around the head and covering the neck. It
lives in lowland tropical rainforest found in
Malaya, Burma, Thailand, Indochina, Java,
Sumatra, and Northern India.  Severely 
endangered, fewer than 75 Javan rhinos survive. 

The Javan rhino is the rarest of the five rhino
species mainly due to habitat loss, but poaching
has played a part as well. There are only two
known locations: Indonesia and Vietnam. Vietnam
has a population of less than 10 animals. Many scientists believe the Javan to be the rarest
mammal in the world. 

SUMATRAN RHINO
Dicerorhinus (two horns on nose) sumatrensis
(belonging to Sumatra)

The Sumatran rhino has two small horns; a long,
flat head; and is the only rhino with hair covering
most of its body. It lives in the tropical rainforest
and mountain moss forest covering all of
Southeast Asia from Assam through Malaysia,
Sumatra, and Borneo. Scientists estimate about
250 to 300 Sumatran rhinos live in the wild. 

Sumatrans, also known as "hairy rhinos" are the
second most endangered rhino species. Sumatrans

are the smallest of all rhino species and the only rhinos to have shaggy, reddish-brown hair
covering their entire bodies. Their coat is more pronounced in younger rhinos, growing
thin by the time they reach their adult years. For this reason, scientists believe Sumatrans
may be the most primitive of all living rhinos. 

The first rhinos lived about 60 million years ago. These primitive creatures looked more
like horses without horns. The first rhinos lived in North America, later migrating to Asia.
The last rhinos in North America became extinct 5 million years ago.


