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OBJECTIVE

Students will learn how animals are
interconnected with the arctic 
ecosystem and how humans impact
these interrelationships. 

1.  Ask students to name some animals
that they know live in the Arctic. As
they suggest names, either show 
animal cards or pictures from 
magazines.  

2.  Once you have about 10 animals, ask
students who eats what. Try to
arrange animals on the floor or a
table so students can see the connec-
tions (older students may work in
groups to do this).  

3.  Once you get the connections
defined, paste or staple images on a
bulletin board. Have students tie or
tape yarn to show which animal eats
what prey. Some animals have more
than one prey item.

Web Connection

MATERIALS

❑ colored markers or crayons

❑ yarn

❑ copies of animal cards on pages 7
to 9

❑ copies of illustrations on page 23

BACKGROUND

Wherever animals live, they depend on either plants or other animals for food. One
way of showing the connection between animals is by diagraming a food chain or a food
web. An arctic food chain might include a harp seal that eats a cod. In turn, a polar bear
might eat the harp seal. A food web might also include a polar bear, but the diagram
shows many prey items—harp seals, ringed seals, bearded seals. The food web would
also expand to show prey items for all the seals. A food web weaves together many
straight line food chains. 

DEEPER DEPTHS

Older students may want to do
poster reports on how humans use
the Arctic. Reports could focus on
fishing, raising caribou, mining, or
hunting wildlife.

ACTION

4.  Use the images on page 23 to intro-
duce humans. What do we eat or
harvest? How do we fit into the
ecosystem?
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                        oil rig

steel spring trap

          hunting rifle

trash pile

whaling boat

fishing boat
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