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Fennec Fox
Genus:  Vulpes Species:  zerda
Description:  The smallest of foxes with enormous ears, a tiny face, and a pointed snout.

The fennec fox is cream in color with a long (3/4 head and body length) black-tipped
tail.

Range:  Northern Africa, throughout the Sahara Desert, East to the Sinai Peninsula and
Arabia.

Habitat:  Desert and semi-desert
Diet:  Mostly carnivorous; insects, snails, lizards, rodents, birds, eggs, and plant matter

(fruits and berries).
Gestation:  50 days.  The fennec fox can have two litters per year if the first litter is lost

and the food supply is plentiful.  This is very unusual among the canids.  Normally
2-5 young are born per litter.

Size/ Weight:  head and body: 14-16 inches long;  tail: 8 inches;  height at the shoulders:
8 inches.  3-3 ½ lbs.

Life span:  averages about 10-12 years
Status: CITES Appendix 2

Adaptations:

1. Their large ears, which are usually 4 to 6 inches long, help dissipate excess body heat
on hot days in the desert.

2. The fennec fox seems to be the only carnivore living in the Sahara Desert able to 
survive without free water.  Their kidneys are adapted to restrict water loss, their
extensive burrowing may cause the formation of dew, which can then be consumed,
and they will receive moisture from the food that they eat.  

3. Their burrowing and nocturnal lifestyle helps restrict water loss.  
4. Their thick fur helps insulate them from the cold desert nights.
5. Their sandy coloration helps to reflect heat, and also provides excellent camouflage.  
6. Fennec foxes also have thick fur on the soles of their feet, which insulate against the

hot sand of the desert.  This extra fur on the soles of their feet also affords them
excellent traction in the loose sand.

California Barrel Cactus
Division:  Magnoliophyta Division Description:  Flowering plants
Genus: Ferocactus Species:  cylindraceus 
Range:  Sonoran and Chihuahuan deserts of southern California
Habitat:  Desert areas
Description:  Spines are dense, light yellow to bright red hiding most of the plant barrel.

Flowers appear in July and August and are orange, red, or yellow in color.
Size:  4-8 feet
Life Span:  Perennial= present at all seasons of the year (without interruption). 
Adaptations:

1. Spines of the cactus protect it from browsing desert herbivores.

2. Waxy coating of the plant that surrounds the skin prevents evaporative water loss.
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